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practice with, and I did it.

Fabricator: So what made you decide
to attend METALfab for the first
time last year in New Orleans?

Mott: My wife and I are Seventh Day
Adventists, so we go to church on
Saturdays. That means we miss all of
the chapter meetings near us. We
wanted to meet members and absorb
the whole thing, so we decided to go.
We had to slow production to make it,
but it was worth it, more than we
expected.

Fabricator: You and your wife, Terry,
seemed like professional networkers,
always smiling and talking with a big
group of people. Did your marketer
give you tips on making the most of
attending a convention?

Mott: No, she mainly guided us
through creating our portfolio.
However, we have learned that if we
present ourselves well, people will
perceive us well. I’m actually quiet by
nature, so I work against being quiet.

That’s why it’s nice to be around peo-
ple in my field; it’s more comfortable.
My wife actually suggested I go to the
convention. If it were just me I might
be too uncomfortable. But she came
with me, and she is more outgoing.
Then we had debated about whether
to stay in the host hotel or not. But
we realized we wanted to be where
everybody was. And that was a good
decision.

I remember the most memorable
part was the hotel lobby. It was the
first night, and the first person who
sat next to us was Paul DiFrancesco.
We were there till midnight just talk-
ing—shop and everything. Jack from
Julius Blum joined us, then Tanya and
Tycee Grice. We felt like new members
to this big family. And we did that
every night and met people from all
over the country, like Jack Klahm, Ed
Mack, and Carrie Wallace.

In October I went out to visit Paul
DiFrancesco in Salt Lake City, UT. He
introduced me to a man out there
named Deloy Larson, a very passion-
ate person who is known as a great
blacksmith. He’s particularly known

for this huge bar twister he built. It’s
30 feet long. And then he’s got a small-
er one that is 20 feet long. Meeting
people like he and Paul is always
inspiring. Since attending the conven-
tion my network of fabricators has
grown, and I can call on many people
now for their help and advice.

Fabricator: What are Mott Iron
Works’s plans for the future? Any
specific goals?

Mott: I am interested in learning some
blacksmithing techniques. I came into
the industry as a welder fabricator, but
I’d like to get into more blacksmith
type work. I’ve had a couple projects
recently which I subbed out to a local
blacksmith because I didn’t like what
was available in components. Recently,
I hired a man that is trained in black-
smithing. I actually didn’t hire him
because of that, but it is turning out to
be an extra bonus. He’s been able to
help us outfit the shop to do black-
smithing. He’s teaching me some
blacksmith techniques as I train him
on fabrication.

Ron Mott came into the industry as a welder fabricator, work typified by the rail pictured above, which he completed for a metro
Boston residence. Recently, however, Mott began incorporating blacksmithing into his work.




